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it and recompensed him for it: and that he might act                           ;|

similarly if Neufchatel fell to one of his subjects; lastly,                        ^"\

a treaty produced in good form, by which, in the                        * j

event of the death of Madame de Nemours, England                       , J\

and Holland agreed to declare for the Elector of                           |

Brandebourg, and to assist him by force in procuring                           ;|

this little state.   This minister of the Elector was in                           |

concert with the Protestant cantons, who upon his                           |

declaration at once sided with him; and who, by the                           |

money spent, the conformity of religion, the power of                        '1f J

the Elector, the reflection of what had happened at                        *-'|

Orange, found nearly all the suffrages favourable.   So                           J

striking while the iron was hot, they obtained a pro-
visional judgment from Neufchatel, which adjudged
their state to the Elector until the peace; and in
consequence of this, his minister was put into actual
possession, and M. le Prince de Conti saw himself con-
strained to return more shamefully than he had re-
turned once before, and was followed by the other
claimants.

Madame de Mailly made such an uproar at the news
of this intrusion of the Elector, that at last the atten-
tion of our ministers was awakened. They found, with
her, that it was the duty of the King not to allow this
morsel to be carried off from his subjects; and that
there was danger in leaving it in the hands of such a
powerful Protestant prince, capable of making a forti-
fied place of it so close to the county of Burgundy, and
on a frontier so little protected. Thereupon, the King
despatched a courier to our minister in Switzerland,
with orders to go to Neufchatel, and employ every
means, even menaces, to exclude the Elector, and to